Surface immunoglobulin-positive lymphoblastic lymphoma. A report of three cases.
Lymphoblastic lymphomas (LBL) are a morphologically homogeneous group of non-Hodgkin's lymphomas which are indistinguishable in tissue sections from acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). Although initial immunologic studies of LBL suggested that these lymphomas are of the T-cell phenotype, investigations have recently described patients with LBL having pre-B-cell, "common" ALL, and natural killer cell phenotypes. The authors recently reported detailed immunophenotypic characteristics in 36 cases of LBL, including a single case of LBL with a surface immunoglobulin-positive B-cell phenotype. Three additional patients with LBL whose cells expressed monoclonal serum immunoglobulins are presented here. In addition, the neoplastic lymphocytes expressed several B-cell-associated antigens. The tumor cells in the single case tested were TdT-negative. Despite the unusual immunologic phenotype, the morphologic features in all three cases were characteristic of LBL. In addition to the previously reported single case, to the authors' knowledge these are the only reported cases of a previously unrecognized variant of LBL: surface immunoglobulin-positive, B-cell LBL.